[Viral hypothesis of multiple sclerosis: new aspects].
A review is presented of the epidemiological and serological data on which the viral hypothesis of multiple sclerosis is based. Recent experiments investigating the capacity of viruses to establish chronic infections are presented as a model to explain the clinical course of the disease. Finally, studies of the molecular interactions of vaccinia virus with the myelin membrane serve as a basis on which to discuss the problem of the mechanism of demyelination.